August 2009

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Mary holds her unique position and has a “category of her own' not as a mere Virgin, but as the Virgin Mother, as the predestined Mother of the Lord. Her function in the Incarna-
tion is twofold. On the one hand, she secures the continuity of the human race. Her Son is, in virtue of his “second nativity,' the Son of David, the Son of Abraham and of all the
“forefathers' (this is emphasized by the genealogies of Jesus, in both versions). In the phrase of St. Irenaeus, He “recapitulated' in Himself the long roll of humanity,’ “gathered
up in Himself all nations, dispersed as they were even from Adam' and “took upon Himself the old way of creation.' But, on the other hand, He “exhibited a new sort of genera-
tion.' He was the New Adam. This was the most drastic break in the continuity, the true reversal of the previous process. And this “reversal' begins precisely with the Incarnation,
with the Nativity of the “Second Man.' Fr. Georges Florovsky in The Mother of God: A Symposium, 1949
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For although God can change and transform diverse natures, yet because a mystery is of more benefit to me than a miracle, |
should acknowledge in the Forerunner of Christ nothing greater than the building of the growing Church, which constructed not of
stony rock, but of living stones, through the conversion of our spirits rose into an habitation of God and a pediment of the Temple.

Indeed, God prepared to soften the hardnesses of our minds and from stumbling blocks to erect husbandmen of religion. st Ambrose
of Milan, Exposition of the Holy Gospel According to St. Luke
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